SUFFERING PREPARES US TO
DO KINGDOM WORK

As we experience different struggles, God gives
us tools to minister to those who will benefit
from our experiences. In 2 Corinthians 1:3-4, it
states, “Praise be to the God and Father of our
Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of compassion
and the God of all comfort, who comforts us in
all our troubles, so that we can comfort those




in any trouble with the comfort we ourselves
receive from God.” When the source of our
comfort is God, our suffering has a purpose.
Similarly, 1 Peter 4:1 explains, “Therefore, since
Christ suffered in His body, arm yourselves

also with the same attitude, because whoever
suffers in the body is done with sin.” Without
experiencing our own suffering, how could we
comfort someone else in need? When we trust
God, knowing He is producing a good work in us,
we can suffer with the same attitude as Christ.

GOD DOES NOT WANT US TO
SUFFER ALONE



SUFFERING INVITES US
TO GLORY

Suffering is temporary and calls us back to God.
2 Corinthians 4:17-18 states, “For our light and
momentary troubles are achieving for us an
eternal glory that far outweighs them all. So we
fix our eyes not on what is seen, but on what is
unseen, since what is seen is temporary, but
what is unseen is eternal.” It is essential to view
suffering from an eternal perspective. In this light,
the rewards of suffering far outweigh the costs.
As Christ’s suffering became our reward, our own
suffering brings us closer to the glory of the cross.
We are told to deny ourselves and bear our cross.
The cross brings death to self. Death proceeds
resurrection life through daily choices to follow
Christ. These small ongoing daily changes lead to
abundant life, increasing glory and Christlikeness.
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